J5o                       GREGORY THE  GREAT
do such things, and recall them by persuasive exhortation from the pollution of such sacrilege and from temptation of Divine judgment and peril in the present life. If, however, you find them unwilling to amend and correct their ways, we desire you to arrest them with fervent zeal. If they are slaves, chastise them with blows and torments, whereby they may be brought to amendment. But if they are free men, let them be led to penitence by strict confinement, as is suitable, so that they who scorn to listen to words of salvation which reclaim them from the peril of death, may at any rate by bodily torments be brought back to the desired sanity of mind/31
Gregory's efforts for the conversion of the natives of Sardinia were to some extent thwarted by the nefarious conduct of the Imperial officials, particularly the Praeses, who, in consideration of a substantial bribe, was willing to wink at the practice of idolatry. "What was still more scandalous, those pagans who had formerly paid for a licence to worship their idols, when they became converted were still compelled to make the payments as before. When Gregory's missionaries remonstrated against this injustice, the official calmly replied that he had been obliged to pay so large a sum of money to procure his office, that he could only recoup himself by exactions of this kind. The missionaries then reported the matter 10 Gregory, who sent a formal complaint to the Empress Constantina.2
Besides the peasants scattered over the island, there dwelt in the mountains near Cagliari a barbarous and idolatrous tribe of robbers called the Barbaricini This people, according to Procopius,3 were Moors, who had been expelled from Africa by the Vandals, and had settled in Sardinia, where by their lawless violence they had established a reign of terror. They were all heathen with the exception of their chieftain, Hospito, who was a Christian, and to him Gregory wrote, urging him to bring his subjects to the faith, or at least to give every facility for
1  JEgp. ix. 204.
2  Ibid. v. 38.   See helow, pp. 241, 242.   If the official here referred to is the Spesindeus who was Praeses in 600, we may conjecture that he altered his ways, for we find Gregory writing to the latter to request him to co-operate with the Bishop of Fausiana in evangelizing the heathen provincials (ibid. xi. 12).
3  Procop. Bell Vand. ii. 13.